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superstitions of an ignorant polytheism and
nature worship. If all that you knew of religion
and morality were contained in this rescript,
what basis or power for moral and spiritual life
would it offer ? Kecall the four fundamental
principles underlying the advance of the Occident
in Christian civilization. How much do you
find in this rescript of the Fatherhood of God,
and how does the righteousness here inculcated
compare with Christ's conception of a Kingdom
of righteousness on earth ? In what way do
the conceptions of brotherhood in this rescript
differ from the brotherhood of Christ's disciples ?
How much could you learn of a future life and
of hope for eternity, and what consequent moral
earnestness would you have, based on the sense
of personal responsibility to God ?

The moral instruction in the public schools
of Japan is given regularly in text-books based
upon the Imperial Rescript.1 They furnish a
rather complete compendium of duty to self,
to family and to country, so far as the human
relationships go. It is to the great credit of
Japan that she has such a thorough system of
moral instruction, and before attempting to
criticise it, it would be well for the Western
student to recall the secular system of instruction

1 An outline of this system of moral instruction will be found in
Appendix B (see p. 283).